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View in fullscreen mode for best reading experience.

Cover Story: Betty Who – We can’t get enough of the dynamic pop star, returning for a third consecutive performance at the All Things Go Fall Classic. Interview by Doug Rule. Page 24

Global Influencer – Ian Brennan’s latest book looks at international musicians who would be silenced by their own countries. Page 14

Get Sappy – Renée Zellweger brilliantly channels the great Judy Garland, even though her singing chops aren’t up to the task. Page 35

Spotlight: Blisspop p.7 Out On the Town p.10 The Demagogue Whisperer: Where’s My Roy Cohn? P.12 The Feed: Troubling Transphobia p.19 The Feed: Therapeutic Decision p.19 The Feed: Friendly Fire p.20 Community: National Trans Visibility March p.21 Community Calendar p.21 Women First: All Things Go p.30 Gallery: Art Inspired by the Twilight Zone p.33 Stage: Cats p.37 Stage: School Girls; or, The African Mean Girls Play p.38 Nightlife: Avalon Saturday with DJ Dan Slater p.39 Nightlife Listings p.40 Nightlife Highlights p.41 Last Word p.46

Patron Saint: Chrissy Amphlett

															
					

					
										
				
				
				





							

						
			
			
						
			
			
			
				

			

			
						

            								
							
								A Savory and Stylish ‘Merrily We Roll Along’ (Review)

																Keegan's "Merrily We Roll Along" hums and dances fabulously, despite a few missteps and awkward touches.
								
																



								
								
								
								
											By André Hereford 
											on 
											February 19, 2024																																	@here4andre
																
								


							

							
																
															

							
								

READ THIS REVIEW IN THE MAGAZINE

Even before the beginning of the end -- which is at the beginning in Stephen Sondheim and George Furth's backwards-unfolding Merrily We Roll Along -- blaring fanfares of the overture beg a question: where in the Keegan have they stashed the band?

For the company's first foray into Sondheim, co-directors Christina A. Coakley and Jennifer J. Hopkins might have tucked conductor-keyboardist Nathan Beary Blustein and his 9-piece orchestra underneath or behind Matthew J. Keenan's sturdy, multi-level set, a layer cake in newsprint. Every surface of scenery is wrapped in newspaper pages marking events in the 20-year span covered in the show.
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								Republicans Want to Ban Transgender Care “For Everyone”

																Midwest Republican lawmakers were recorded talking about banning gender-affirming care for all adults.
								
																



								
								
								
								
											By John Riley 
											on 
											February 5, 2024																																	@JRileyMW
																
								


							

							
																
															

							
								



Audio from a small Twitter Space conversation between a group of lawmakers from Ohio and Michigan revealed that Republicans believe restricting gender-affirming care to minors is only the first step towards complete trans erasure. 

The Space featured several Michigan legislators, along with "detransitioner" Prisha Mosley, fellow anti-trans advocates, and Ohio State Rep. Gary Click (R-Vickery), a pastor and the sponsor of the Buckeye State's recently passed ban on gender-affirming care.

Uninvited guests were ejected from the Space, and others were blocked by the host, Rep. Brad Paquette (R-Niles) -- indicating that the lawmakers may have wanted to keep their conversation private.
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								Columbia, Missouri, Declares Itself an LGBTQ “Sanctuary City”

																The city of Columbia has approved a sanctuary ordinance that urges law enforcement to deprioritize enforcing any anti-LGBTQ state laws.
								
																



								
								
								
								
											By John Riley 
											on 
											March 1, 2024																																	@JRileyMW
																
								


							

							
																
															

							
								



Columbia, Missouri, has declared itself a sanctuary city for LGBTQ residents, potentially setting up a future fight with Republican state officials who have prioritized measures to restrict LGBTQ rights and visibility.

Last week, following three hours of public comment and a half-hour of debate, the Columbia City Council voted 6-1 to amend its sanctuary city ordinance to provide protections for LGBTQ individuals, according to the Columbia Daily Tribune.

Under the language of the amended ordinance, law enforcement is expected either not to pursue charges, or deprioritize the enforcement of, any laws imposing criminal or civil penalties against individuals who seek out or assist others in obtaining gender-affirming care.
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				Support Metro Weekly’s Journalism


				These are challenging times for news organizations. And yet it’s crucial we stay active and provide vital resources and information to both our local readers and the world. So won’t you please take a moment and consider supporting Metro Weekly with a membership? For as little as $5 a month, you can help ensure Metro Weekly magazine and MetroWeekly.com remain free, viable resources as we provide the best, most diverse, culturally-resonant LGBTQ coverage in both the D.C. region and around the world. Memberships come with exclusive perks and discounts, your own personal digital delivery of each week’s magazine (and an archive), access to our Member's Lounge when it launches this fall, and exclusive members-only items like Metro Weekly Membership Mugs and Tote Bags! Check out all our membership levels here and please join us today!
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